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CONCERNING 


SCHISM E 


AND 


SCHISMATICKS. 


WHEREIN 


Is briefly diſcovered, The Original Cauſes of all Schiſm. 


Ereſie and Schiſm; as they are commonly uſed, are two Theological ſcar-crows, with 
. which they who uſe to upholda party in Religion, uſe to fright away ſuch,as making 
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inquiry into it, are ready to relinquith and oppoſe it, if it appear eithet erroneous or 
ſuſpitious; for, as Plutarch reports of a Painter, who having unskilfully painted a Cock,chaſed 
away all Cocks and Hens, that ſo the imperfect:on of his Art mightnot appear by compariſon 
with Nature ; ſo men willing for ends to admit of no fancy but their own, endeavour to hinder 
an inquiry into it by way ofcoinpariſonof ſomewhat with it, peradventure truer,that ſo the de- 
' formity of their own might not appear: but howſoever, in the common manage, Hereſie and 
Schiſme are but ridiculous terms yet the things in themſelves are of very conſiderable moment, 
the one offending againit Truth,the other againit Charity, and therefore both deadly,when they 
are not by imputation, but indeed, 

It is thena matter of no ſmall importance, truly to deſcry the nature of them, and they on 
the contrary ſtrengthen themſelves, who through the iniquity of men and times, are injuri- 
ouſly charged with them. 

Schiſme (for of Hereſie we ſhall notnow trest, except it be by accident, and that by occaſi- 
onof a general miltake, ſpread through all the writings of the Ancients, in which their names 
are familiarly confounded) Schiſme, 1 fay upon the very ſound of the word imports Diviſion ; 
Diviſion is not but where Communion is or ought tobe: Now Communion is the ſtrength and 
ground of all Society, whether Sacred or C:wil;, whoſoever therefore they be that offend 
againit the common ſociety and friendlineſs of men,if it bein civil occaſions, are guilty of Se- 
dition and Rebellion ; if it be by reaſon of Eccleſiaſtical difference, they are guilty of Schiſme: 
So that Schiſme is an Eecleſiaſtical Sedition, as Sedition 1s 4 lay Schiſm: yet the great bene- 
fits of Commnnion , notwithitanding in regard of divers diſtempers men are ſubject to Diflen- 
tion, and Diſ-union, are often necetlary ; For when, cither falſe or uncertain Concluſions are 
obtruded for truth, and Acts either unlawful, or miniltring jult ſcruple, are required of usto 
be perform'd, in theſe caſes, conſent were conſpiracy, and open conteſtation is not faction ar 
Schiſme, but due Chriſtian animoſity, | 
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For the opening therefore of thenature of Schiſme, ſomething may be added by way of dif- 
ference to dittinguith it from necetlary Separation, and that is, that the cauſe upon which Di- 
viſion i attempted, proceed not from Paſkon,or from Diltemper,or from Ambition,or Avarice, 
or ſuch other ends, az humane folly is apt to purſue, but from well weighed and neceſſary rea- 
ſons, and that when all other means having been tryed, nothing will ſerve to ſave us from Suilt 
of Conſcience, b&# open ſeparation ; ſo that Schiſme, if we would define it, is nothing elſe but 
an unneceſſary ſeparation of Chriſtians from that part of the viſible Church, of which they 
were once members. Now, As in Mutinies and civil Diſſentions,there are two Attendants in or- 
dinary belonging unto them ; one the choice of one Elector or Guide, in place of the genera! 
or ordinary Governor, to rule and Guide; the other the appointing of ſome publick place or 
Randezvous, where publick Meetings 1nuſt be celebrated : So in Church-difſentions and quar- 
rels, two appurtenances there are, which ſerve to make Schiſme compleat. 

Firſt, in the choice of a Biſhop, in oppoſitionto the former, (a thing very frequent amongit 
the Ancients, and which many times was the cauſe andeffect of Schiſme.) 

Secondly ,tae erecting ofa new Church and Oratory, for the dividing parts to mcet-in, pub- 
lickly. For till this be done, the Schiſ-e is but yet in the womb. 

In that late famous Controverſic in Holland, De Pradeſtinatione & auxilizs, as long as thc 
diſagreeing parties wentno further than Diſputes and Pen-combates, the Schiſme was all that 
while unhatch'd ; but as ſoon as one party ſwept an old Cloylter, and by a pretty Art ſuddenly 
made ita Church, by putting a new Pulpit in it, for the ſeparating party there to meet; now 
what before was a Controverſie became a formal Schiſmze. To know no more than this, if you 
take it to be true,had been enough to direct how you are to judge,and what to think of Sch:ſ7ze 
and Schiſmaticks; yet, becauſe of the Ancients,(by whom many are more aftrighted than hurt) 
much is ſaid, and many fearful dooms pronounced in this caſe. We will deſcend a little to con- 
ſider of Schiſm, as it were by way of Story, and that partly further to open that which we have 
faid in general by inſtancing in particulars, and partly to diſabuſe thoſe who reverencing Anti- 
quity morc then needs, have ſuffered themſelves to be ſcared with imputation of Schiſze, above 
due meaſure; for, what the Ancients ſpake by way of cenſure of Schiſme in general, is 
molt true, for they ſaw (and it is no great matter to ſee ſo m::ch) that unadviſed and open fancy 
to break the knot of union, betwixt man and man (eſpecially amongſt Chriitians, upon whom 
above all other kind of men, the tye of love, and Communion doth moſt eſpecially reit) was a 
crime hardly pardonable, and thatnothing abſolves men from the guilt of it, but true and un- 
pretended conſcience: yet when they came to pronounce of Schiſwe in particular (whether it 
was becauſe of their own intereſt, or that they ſaw not the Truth, or for what other cauſe God 
only doth know) their judgements many times (to ſpeak moſt gently) were juſtly to be ſu- 
ſpected, Which that you may ſce, we will range all Sch:ſme into two ranks. 

Firitis a Schiſme, in which only one party is the Schiſmarick,; for where cauſe of Schiſc 
is neceſſary, there not he that ſeparates, but he that is the cauſe of ſeparation, is the Schiſ- 
waticks. 

Secondly, there is a Schiſme in which both parties are the Schiſmaticks; for, where the occa- 
fion of ſeparation is unneceſſary, neither ſide can be excuſed from the guilt of Schiſme, 

But you will ask, Who ſhall be the judge, what is neceſſary ? Indeed, it is a queſtion which 
hath becn often made, but I think ſcarcely ever truly anſwered, not becauſe it ts a point of 
great depth or difficulty truly to aſſoil it, butbecauſe the true ſolution of it carries fire in the 
tail of it (for it bringeth with it a picce of Doctrine which is ſeldom pleaſing to Superiors:) to 
you ſor the preſent this ſhall ſuffice, REA 

If ſo be you he animo defecato, if you have cleared yourſelf from froath and growns, if nei- 
ther ſloth, nor fear, nor ambition, nor any tempting ſpirit of that nature abuſe you (for theſe 
and ſuch as theſe, are the true impediments, why both that, and other queſtions of the like 
dangerarcnottruly anſver'd)ifallthis be,and yet you know not how to frame your nOne, 
anc 
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and ſettle your ſelf for that doubt z I will ſay no more of you than was ſaid of Papias,St.Zohn's 
own Scholar, Your abilities arenot ſo good as I preſumed. 

Butto go 01 with what I intended, and from that that diverted me,that you may the better 
judg of the nature of Schiſmss by their occaſions,you ſhall find that all Schiſms have crept into the 
Church by one of theſe three wayes, either upon matter of Fact, or upon mz;xer of Opinion, or 
point of Ambition ; for the firſt, 1 call that matter of fat, when ſomething is required to be done 
by us, which either we know, or {trongly ſuſpect to be unlawful; ſo the firſt notabie Schiſme of 
which weread in the Church,contained in it matter of fact; for,it being upon error taken tor ne- 
cefſary, that an Eaſter mult be kept, and upon worſe than error(ifI may fo ſpeat)tor it was no 
leſs than a point of Judaiſm forced upon the Church; upon worſe than error, I fay,thought fur- 
ther neceſlary that the ground of the time for keeping of that Fea: mult be the rule left by 
Moſes to the Fews, there aroſe a itout queſtion, Whether we werc to celebrate with the Fews 
on the fourteenth Joon, or the Sunday following ? This matter though molt unneceſſary,moſt 
vain; yet cauſed as greata combultion as ever was in the Church ; the Weſt ſeparating and re- 
fuſing Communion with the Eaſt, for many years together : In this fantaltical hurry I cannot 
ſeebut all the world were Schiſmaticks,neither can any thing excuſe them from that imputati- 
on, excepting only this, that we charitably ſuppoſe that all parties did what they did out of 
conſcience, a thing which befel them through the ignorance of their Guides, (for I will not ſay 
through their malice)and that through the juſt judgment of God, becauſe through ſlothand blind 
obedience, men examined not the things which they were taught ; but, like beaſts of burthen, 
patiently couch'd down,& indifferently underwent whatſoever taceir Superiors laid upon them, 
By the way, by this we may plainly ſce the danger of our appeal to Antiquity, for reſolution 
incontroverted points of Faith, and how ſmall relief we are to expect from thence ; for, if the 
diſcretion of the cheifelt Guides and Directors of the Church, did ina point ſo trivial, ſo in- 
conſiderable, ſo mainly fail them, as not to ſee the truth in a ſubject, wherein it is the greateſt 
marvel, how they could avoid theſight of it; Can'we without the imputation of great groſs- 
neſs and folly, think fo poor-ſpirited perſons, competent Judges of the queltions now on foot 
betwixt the Churches; pardon me, I know what temptation drew that note from me, 


The next Schiſme which had in itmatter of faCt, is that of the Donariſts,who were perſwaded - 


(at leaſt pretended ſo) that it was unlawful to co:iverſe or communicate in holy duties with 
men ſtained with anynotorious fin; for, howſoever that Auſtiz do ſpecific only the Thurifi- 
cati c> Traditores and Libcllatici, &c, as if he ſeparatcd only from thoſe, whom he found to be 
ſuch ; yet by neceſſary proportion, hemult referre to all notorious tinners : upon this, he taught 
that in all places, where good and bad were mixt together,there could be no Church by reaſon 
of Pollution, co-operating 2 way irom ſinners, which hlaited rightcous perſons, which converſed 
with them,and made all unclean:on this ground, ſeparating himſeltffrom all thatheliit to ſuſpect, 
he gave our, that the Church was no where to be found butin aim, and his Affociates, as be- 
ing theonly meu among whom wicked perſons ſound no ſhelter, and by conſequence the only 
clean and unpolluted company, and therefore the oaly Church, Againit this, Saint Auguſtine 
laid down this Conclulioa,Unitarem Eccleſia per totum mundumn diſperſe preceptam non eſſe diſſe- 
rendam, which is indeed the whole ſumme of that Father's diſputation againſt the Doxariſts. 
Now in one part of this Controverſie, one thing is very remarkable. The truth was there, where 
it was, by meer chance, and might have been on either ſide, the reaſon brought by either party 
notwithſtanding : for though it were De fatto, falſe, thatpars Donati ſhutup in Afr:ck, was 
theonly Orthodox party;yetit might be true, notwithſtanding any thing St. Auguſtine brings 
to confute it ;and on the contrary, though it were de fatto truc, thatthe partof Chriſtians diſ- 
perſed over the whole carth were Orthodox, yet it might have been falſe, notwithſtanding a- 
ny thing Saint Azguſtinetrings toconfirm it. For where or amonglt whom or how many the 
Church ſhall be,or is,is a thing indifferentzit may be in any nMuer nore or leſs,it may be inany 
Place,Countrey,or Nation, it may be in all, and for ought I know, it may be in none, without 
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the prejudice to the definition of a Church,or the truth of the Goſpel, Northor South; many or 
ay __ in many Places, or confined to one : None of theſe do either prove or diſprove 
a Church, | 

Now this Schiſme, and likewiſe that former, to a wiſe man that well underſtands the matter 
m Controverſie, may afford perchance matter of pity, to ſee men ſo {trangely dittracted upon 
fancy, but of doww.cor trouble what to do, it can yie)d none for though in this Schiſme the Do- 
natijt be the Schiſmatick, and in the former both parties be equally engaged in the Schiſzee, yet 
you may ſafely upon your occaſions communicate with either, it ſo be you flatter neither in 
their Schiſze: For why might not it belawfulto go to Church with the Doznariſt,or to cele- 
brate Eaſter with the Quartodeciman, if occaſion fo require ? lince neither Nature, nor Religi- 
01, nor Reaſon doth ſuggeſt any thing of moment to the contrary ? For inall publick Mect- 
ings pretending holineſs, fo there be nothing done, but what true Devotion and Picty brook, 
why may not | be preſent in them, and uſe communion with them ? Nay, what if thoſe 
to whom the execution of the publick ſervice is committed, do ſomething either unſcemly or 
ſuſpicious, or peradventure unlawful ? what if the garments they wear be cenſyred, nay in- 
deed be ſuſpicious ? what if the geſture or adoration to be uſed to the Altars, as now we have 
learned to ſpeak ? What if the Zomiliſt have Preached,or delivered any Doctrine of the Truth, 
of which we are not well pcrſwaded? athing which very often falls out ; yet for all this we 
may not ſeparate, except we be con{trained perſonally to bear part in them, our ſelves : The 
Prieits under Ely hed ſo ill demeaned themſelves about the dayly facrifices, that the Scripture 
tells us, they made them to ſtink; yet the People refuſed not to come to the Taberna- 
cl2, nor to bring their Sacrifice to the Prieſt: for in thoſe Schiſxes which concern fa&t, nothing 
cai1 be a juſt cauſe of refuſing of Communion, but only to require the executionof ſome unlaw- 
tul or ſuſpected act, for not only in rcaſon, but in Religion too, that Maxime admits of no re- 
leaſe, Cantifſimi cujuſq; Preceptum quod dubitas ne feceris.Long it was ere the Church fell upon 
Schiſme, upon this occaſion, though of late it hath had very many ; for until the ſecond Connc:/ 
of Vice, in which irreconcileable Superltition and Ignorance did conſpire, I ſay, until the Rout 
did ſet up Image-worſhip, there was not any remarkable Schiſme upon juit occaſion of fact: all 
the reit of Schiſmes of that kind were but wantons, this was truly ſerious; in this the Schiſma- 
tical party was the Synod it ſelf, and ſuch as conſpired with it for, or concerning, the uſe of 1- 
magcs 1n Sacrifices, 

Firſt, it is atknowleged by all that it is a thing unneceſſary, 

Secondly, it is by moſt ſuſpected, TT | 

Thirdly, it is by many held utterly unlawful;can then the enjoyning of ſuch a thing be ought 
2Iſe but abuſe? or can the refuſal of Communion here be thought any other thing than duty ? 
Here or upon the like occaſion to ſeparate, may peradventure bring perſonal trouble or danger 
(againſt which it concerns any honeit man, to have pets Preparatum;) further harm it cannot 
do, ſo thatin theſe caſes you cannot be to ſeek what to think,or what you have to do. 

Come we then to confider a little of the ſecond ſort of Schiſme, ariſing upon occaſion of va- 
riety of opinion : It hath been the commondiſeaſe of Chriſtians from the beginning, not to 
content themſelves with that meaſure of faith which God and Scriptures have expreſly aftor- 
ded us, but out ofa vaindefire to know more than is revealed, they have attempted to deviſe 
things , of which we haveno light, neither from Reaſon nor Revelation; neither have they 
reſted here, but upon pretence of Church-authority (which is none, ) or Tradition ( which 
for the moſt part is but feigned,) they have peremptorily concluded, and confidently impoſed 
upon others,a neceſſity of entertaining concluſions of that nature;and,to ſtrengthen themſelves, 
have broken out into Diviſions and Factions, oppoſing man to man, Synod to Synod, till the 
peace of the Church vaniſhed, without all Py of recall: hence aroſe thoſe ancient, and 
many ſeparations amongſt Chriſtans, occafioned by Arianiſme, Entychianiſme, Neſtoria- 
niſme, Photinianiſme, SabellianiMe, and raany more both ancient, and in our own time $ 
} | I 
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all which indeed are but names of Schiſme; howſoever in the common language of the Fa- 
thers, they were called Hereſies, for Hereſie is an act ofthe will, not of thereaſon, and 1s in- 
deed alyeand not a miſtake, clſe how could that of Aſtiz go for true, Errare poſſum, He- 
reticus efſe nolo : indeed Manichaniſme, Valentinianiſme, Macedonianiſme, Mahomettſme, 
are truly and properly Hereſies ; For, we know that the Authoys of them p$cetved them uot, 
but invented them themſelves, and ſo knew what they taught, to be a lye; but canany man 
avouch that Arizsand Neſtorims, and others that taught erroncouſly concerning the ir:ity , 
and the perſon of our Saviour, did maliciouily invent what they taught, and not ratacr tail 
upon it byerror and miſtake ? Till that be done, and upon govud evidence, we will think no 
worſe of all parties than needs we muit, and take theſe Rents 1n the Church to. be at the worit 
but Schiſies, upon matterof opinion, In which caſe what weare todo, 1s nota point of any 
great depth of underitanding to diſcover, if ſo bediſtemper and partiality do not intervene; 
I do not ſee, that opinionumwvarietas & opinantium units , are 'Agicam, Or that men of difte- 
rent opinions in Chriſtian Religion, may not hold communion in Sacrs, and both go to one 
Church. Why may Inot go, if occaſion require, toan Arian Church; ſo there beno Arianſme 
expreit in their Liturgy ; and, were Liturgies and publick Forms of Service ſo framed, as thaz 
they admitted not of particular and private fancies, but contained only ſuch things, as in 
which all Chriſtians do agree; Sch:ſmes on opinion were utterly vaniſhed: for conſider of ail 
the Liturgics that are andever have been, and remove from them whatſoever is ſcandalous to 
any party, and leave nothing but what all agree on, and the cvil ſhall be, that the publick Ser- 
vice and Honour of God ſhall no ways ſuffer. Whereas to load our publick Forms, with the 
private fancies upon which wediffer, is the moſt ſoveraign way to perpetuate Schr/me unto the 
worlds end; Prayer, Confeſſion, Thankſgiving, Reading of Scriptures, Adminiitration of 
Sacraments in the plaineſt and the ſimpleſt manner, were matter enough to furnilh out a ſuſti- 
cient Liturgy, though nothing either of private opinion, or of Church-Pomp, of Garments, 
or preſcribed Geſtures, of Imagery, of Muſick, of matter concerning the Dead, of many ſu- 
perfluitics which creep into the Church , under the name of Order and Decency, did inter- 
poſe it ſelf. 

To charge Churches and Litursies with things unneceſſary,was the firſt begianing of all ſu- 
perſtition, and when ſcruple of conſcience began to be made or pretended,there Sc{7/m began to 
breakin; ifthe ſpecial Guides and Fathersof the Church would be alittle ſparing of incum- 
bring Churches with ſuperfluities, or not over-rigid either in reviving obſolete Cuiromes, or 
impoſing new, there would be farlzfs cauſe of Schiſm, or Srperſt:tion, and ail the inconve- 
nience were likely to enſue would be but this, they thould in fo doing yield a little to the in- 
becillity of their Inferiours, a thing which St. Paul would never have refuſed rodo; mein 
while whereſoever falſe or ſuſpected opinio:is are made a piece oi Church-Liturgy, he that ſc- 
parate; is not the Schiſmarick,, for it 1 alike unlawful to make profeſſion of known or ſuf- 

pected falſnood, as to put in practiſe unlawful or ſuſpect action”, 

The third thing I named for matter of Schiſme was Ambition, I mean Fpiſcopal Amoition, 
ſhewing it ſelf eſpecially in two heads, one concerning pluralities of Brſhops in divers Seas. 
Ariſtotle tells us, that neceſſity cauſcth but ſmall faults, but Averice and Ambition were the 
Mother of great Crimes; Epiſcopal Ambition hath made this true, for no occaſion hath pro- 
duccd more frequent , more continuous, more ſanguincous Sciz;[wes, than this hath done. The 
Sees of Alexandria, oi Conſtantinople, of Anticch, ard above all of Roze, do abundantly 
ſhew thus much, and all Eccleſiaſtical ſtories witneſs no leſs, of which the greatelt that con- 
fits of factionating and tumultuating of great ani potent Biſhops. 


Secrates Apologizing for himſelf, that profcifing to write an Eccleſiaſtical {tory, he did oft-- 
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times interlace the aCtions of ſeculax Princes and other civil buſineſs, tells us that ite did this to: 
refre/h Eis Reader, who otherwiſe were in danger tobecloydby reading fo much of the Acts. 
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made butter and cheeſe one of another, for wpi«v (thatI may ſhew you a caſt of myold Office 
andopen you a myltery in Grammar) properly ſignifies to make butter and cheeſe,and becauſe 
theſe arenotmade without much agitation of the milk, hence 7vp@iy«r, by a borrowed and tran. 
lated fignification, ſignifies to do things with much agitationand tumult. 

But that I may&yittle conſider of the two heads, I but now ſpecified; the firſt I mentioned wag 
the Prelacies of Biſhops in one Sea, For the general practice of the Church, ſince the beginning 
at leait ſince the original ofEpiſcopacy,as now it is,was never to admit at once more than oneBi- * 
ihop inone Sea; and ſofar in this point have they been careful to preſerve unity,that they would 
not have a Bithop in his Sea to have two Cathedral Churches : which thing lately brought us a 
Book cut of France, De Monomachia Epiſcoporum, written by occaſion of tne Bithops of Laz- 
eres; wholIknow not upon what fancy could not be content with one Cathedral Church in his 
Dioceſs, but would needs have two, which to the Author of that work ſeems to be a kind of 
Spiritual Polygamy. It fellout amongit the Ancients very often ; ſometimes upon occalion of 
difference in opinions, ſometimes becauſe of thoſe who were intereſled in the choice of Biſhops; 
that two and ſometimes more were ſet up, and all parties ſtriving to maintain their own Bi- 
ſhop, made themſelves ſeveral Churches, ſeveral Congregations, each refuſing to participate 
with others, and many times proceeding to mutual Excommunications ; this is that which Cy- 
prian calls Erigere Altare contra Altare. to thisdoth he impute the Original of all Church-aif- 
orders; and if you read him,you would think, he thought no other Church-tumult to be $ chiſme 
bur this : This perchance may plead ſome excuſe ; for, though in regard of Religion it ſelf, it 
matters not whether there be one or niore Biſhops in one Dioceſs ; for Epiphanizs reckonin 
up the Biſhops of Rowe, makes Peter and Paul the firſt ; and St. Auguſtine acknowledgeth for 
a time he ſate fellow Bithop with his Predeceſlor, though he excuſed it, that he did ſo being ig- 
norant that the contrary had been decreed by the Council of Vice: yet it being a thing very con- 
venient for the peace of the Church to have it ſo, neither doth it any whit ſavour of their miſ- 
demeanor, their puniſhment ſleeps not , who unnceſſarily and wantonly go about to infringe 
It, x 

But that other head of Epiſcopal Ambition, concerning Supremacy of Biſhops indivers Seas, 
one claiming Supremacy over another, as it hath been from time to time, a preat treſpaſs 
againtt the Churches Peace, ſo it is now the final ruine of it. . The Eaft and Weſt through 
the fury ofthe two prime Bithops, being irremediably ſeparated without all hope of Recon- 
cilement. And belides all this miſchict, it is founded on a vice contrary to all Chriitian hu- 
mility, without which no man ſhall ſee his Saviour; for they do but abuſe themſelves and 
others, that would perſwade us, that Biſhops by Chr:ifts inſtitution have any ſuperiority o- 
ver other men further than of Reverence, or that any Buhop 1s Superiour to another further 
than poſitive order, agreed upon amonglt Chriſtians, hath preſcribed : for we have bclieved 
him that kath told us, that in Jeſus Chriſt there is neither high nor low, and that in giving 
honour, every man ſtould be ready to prefer another before himſelf; which ſaying cuts off 
all- claim certainly of Superiority, by title of Chriſtianity , except men think that theſe 
things were ſpoken on!y to poor and private men. Nature and Religion agrce in this, that 
neither of them hath an hand in this Heraidry of Secundum ſub & ſupra : All this comes from 
the Compoſition & Agreement of men amons{t themſelves;wherefore this abuſe of Chriſtianit 
to make it Lacquey to Ambition, is a vice for which I have no extraordinary name of Igno- 
miny, and an ordinary I will not give it, lcit you ſhould take ſo tranſcendent a vice to be but 


trivial. 

Now concerning Schiſme ariſing upon theſe heads, you cannot be for behaviour much to 
ſeck : for, you may ſafely communicate with all parties as occaſion ſhall call you, and the 
Schiſmatichs hereare all thoſe who arc head of the faction, RO with all thoſe who ſo- 
ment it : for private and indifferent perſons, they may be ſpectators of theſe contentious as 
ſecurcly in regard of any peril of Conſcience ( for of danger 1n Purſe or Pcrſon, I keep no ac- 


count) 
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count) as at a Cock-fight where Scxpents fight, who cares who hath the Letter ? the beſt wiſh 
is that both may periſhin the fight. 

And for Conventicles, of the nature of which we deſire to be informed, thus much in gene- 
ral evidently appears, that all Meetings upon an unneceflary ſeparation are to be ſ9 (tiled, 
that in ſenſe,a Tonventicle is nothing elſe but a Congregation of Schiſmaticks , yet time hat! 
taken leave ſometimes to fix this name upon good and honelt Meetings, an Fvat perchance nor 
altogether without good reaſon ; for without publick Religious Meetings thus it fares : Firit, 
it hath been atall times confeſſed neceſſary , that God requires not only inward and private 
Devotion, when mencither in their heartzand Cloſets, or within their private walls, pray, 
praiſe, confeſs and acknowledge; but he further require; ail thoſe things to be done in pub. 
Iick, by troops and ſhoales of men, and from hence have proceeded publick Temples, Altars, 
forms of ſervice, appointed times, and the like, which are required tor open Aflz2mblies, yet 
whiltt men were truly pious,all Meetings of men for mutual help of piety and devotion where- 
ſoever and by whomſoever celebrated, were permitted, without exception, 

But when it was cſpyed that ill-aftected perſons abuſed private Meetings, whether Religious 
or Civil, toevil ends; Religiouſneſstocroſs impiety , as appears in the Ethnick E!/zſi7z4, and 
Bacchanalia, and Chrittian Meetings under the Pagan Princes, when for fear they duritnot 
come together in open view, were charged with foul imputations, as by the report ol Chri- 
jt1ans themiclves plainly appears, and civil Meetings many times under pretence of iriendly 
and neighbourly viſits, ſheltered treaſonable attempts againſt Princes and Common-weals. 

Hence both Church and State joyned, and joyntly gave order for Forms, Times, Places of 
publick Mectings, whether for Religious or Civil ends. And all other Mcetings whatſoever, 
beſides thoſe of which both Time and Plice, are limited ; They cenſured for Routs and Ri- 
ots, and unlawful Aſſemblies in the State, and in the Church for Conventicles. 

So that it is not lawful, no not for prayer , for hearing, for Conſerence, for any other Relisi- 
ous Office whatſoever, for people to aſſemble otherwiſe, than by publick Order is allowed; 
neither may we complain of this in times of corruption, for why ſhould men deſire todo that 
ſuſpiciouſly in private which warrantably may be yerformed in publick, 

But in times vf manifelt corruptions and perſecutions, wherein Religious aſſembling is dan- 
gerous, private Meetings howſoever, belides publick order, arenot only lawful, but they 
are of ngcefſity and duty: elſe how ſhall we excuſe Meetings of Chriitians tor public; Service, 
in time of danger and perſecutions, and of our ſelves in Queen Aries daves ? And how will 
thoſe of the Roman Church among#{t us, putoff the imputation of Conventicling, who are 
known among us privately toallemble for Religious exerciſes,again!{t all eitabliſhed order, 
| bothin State and Church ? For indeed all pious Aﬀemblies in time; of perſecution and cor- 
ruptions howſocver praciiſed , are indecd or rather alone the lawiul Congregations, and pub-- 
lick Aſſemblies, though according to form of Law, are indeed nothing elfe but Riots e50 
Conventicles, if they be {tained with corruption and ſuperſtition. 


